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The mission of the Health & 
Rescue Foundation is to promote 

the welfare of the breed by 
providing funding for research, 

education, and rescue. 

  
Update your PBGV’s health record! 

The Orthopedic Foundation of America (OFA) 
collects and stores canine DNA samples along 
with corresponding pedigrees and health 
information to facilitate research on inherited 
diseases in dogs. 

The PBGVCA Health Committee and the Health & 
Rescue Foundation have promoted the 
submission of PBGV samples to the OFA DNA Repository by sponsoring blood 
collection events at National Specialties and by reimbursing owners who have 
their PBGV’s blood drawn during a vet visit [https://pbgvhrf.org/blood-draw].  

The good news is that 574 PBGV DNA samples  
are banked in the OFA DNA Repository! 

The bad news is that only 16 of those samples have health information linked to 
them. That means that, when a researcher interested in studying epilepsy or 
pancreatitis looks at possible breeds to study, s/he would pass us over. 

The problem is that many samples were taken when PBGVs were young, before 
they showed any sign of health issues. When health issues appeared, the 
owners never sent updated information to OFA. I am as guilty as anyone else. I 
never informed OFA of my beloved Zoe’s health issues. My bad. 

Here is how I fixed my mistake: 
  To: Eddie Dziuk [edziuk@offa.org] 
  Subject: OFA DNA Repository 
    Hi Eddie, 
    I would like to add health information to the record of one of my PBGVs. 
    Skipton’s Zoe developed diabetes mellitus and pancreatitis at age 9.  
    She died at age 11.  If you need any additional detail, please let me know. 
    Thank you, Laura Liscum 

Now when an investigator asks OFA which breeds have samples from dogs with 
diabetes or pancreatitis, Zoe’s DNA sample may be included in the study! 

Is your PBGV’s DNA in the bank? To find out, go to the OFA website and conduct 
an advanced search: https://ofa.org/advanced-search/ 
Then send Eddie an email. He’d love to hear from you. 
(By the way, Eddie judged the Hound Group at the 2023 Westminster Kennel 
Club Show. Go Buddy Holly!) 

What does this have to do with the PBGV Foundation? The Foundation stands 
ready to fund research that has a potential impact on PBGV health. With your 
help, the OFA DNA Repository can help make that happen. 

Our work is made possible by the generosity of our donors. Thank you! 

https://pbgvhrf.org/donate 

 

 



 


